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Behold; the Lerd’s hand is not shortened, 


that it cannot hear : But your iniquities haves betwee you and pour 


that it cannét save: 
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THE PRIESTHOOD—WHERE Is ft, OR 
BY ELDER WILLIAM W. RITER. 

(Continuad from page 904.) . 

In the sixth 


ulgences 
were established by Pope Gregory, 
who also enjoined the use. of candles 
in the day time in churches. .In the 
seventh century, Pope Boniface or- 
dered the Virgin Mary and.-all 
to be worshiped, from whieh arose 
the festival of All Saints... The: inye- 
cation of Saints. was introduced into. 
the litany by Boniface V., and Divine 
service was ted to be performed 
image. wo was 3 e 
second Connell of Nice’ The 
zation of Saints probably commenced 
in this century. the ninth century 
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ner in which the Pope of Rome ob- 
tains the stool of St. Peter, is at vari- 
ance with the method laid down in 
the New Testament. Paul says, ‘‘No 
man taketh this honor unto himself, 
but he that is called of God as was 
Aaron.” How different is the calling 
of the Popes from the method in which 
Aaron was called! The Pope instead 
of being called of God, is called by 
the Cardinals of the Church, who elect 

im by vote, a wr ype, of two-thirds 
bei uired to make his election 
valid. hus the Cardinals bestow an 
authority and power which they them- 
selves do not possess. Who ever 
heard of an instance in the Church 
of God, of individuals bestowing a 
degree of Priesthood on a person, 
higher than that which they (the be- 
stowers) possessed! And in all this 
they do not claim to have any revela- 
tion from God, as to whether the 
elected Pope is approved of God or 
not ; on the contrary, it appears more 
like men giving revelation unto God, 
for he is called of man instead of God, 
and it is expected that He approves of 
it. The Church of Rome claims that 
Peter was Bishop of Rome, and trans- 
mitted his authority, even that of the 
bishopric, to Linus, and that from 
him it was handed down. But on 
reading the New Testament, I do not 
see any reason for supposing that Peter 
was a bishop, and it is exceedingly 
doubtful whether he ever was at 
Rome; if he ever was, it cannot be 
conclusively proven. Every one will 
admit that the chain of the Priesthood 
originated from Jesus, and that it 
was conferred on Peter ; but, to sup- 
— that it has been handed down 

irectly is absurd, and synonymous 
with making God an ignorant being ; 
for it appears from history, that the 
line claimed by the Catholics has been 
repeatedly broken, and there have 
been times when opposing parties 
conld not agree as to who should sit on 
** Peter’s stool ;” consequently it was 
not known who was the real Pope, for 
the Church does not claim that God 
ever informed it which of the rival 
P received the true Priesthood. 
Admitting that one of the two rivals 


did possess it, how were the e 
know whether the right 
the position of Pope, or whether 
he was defeated by an impostor 
a line of impostors inaugura- 
And again, admitting that the Priest- 
hood remained intact till the time of 
Pope Joan, the chain certainly must 
have been broken then; for it is known 
that she obtained the stool under the 
disguise of a man, and the trick was 
not discovered till an illeyitimate 
young Pope was born, the result of a 
criminal intercourse with a domestic. 
Pope Joan, or Pope John VIII., as she 
styled herself, died on giving birth to 
this child, having held the popedom 
two years, one month and two days. 
Now, it is not supposable that she 
held a Priesthood, for we have no 
account in Holy Writ that God ever 
intended that a woman should be the 
head of the Church. These items 
taken in connection with one another, 
go to prove that God had nothing to 
do with such wickedness and confu- 
sion, and in accordance with his 
character, must have looked upon it 
with abhorrence and disgust, instead 
of acknowledging and approving it. 
And I consider it blasphemous to His 
holy name, to assert that he could or 
did acknowledge a Priesthood claimed 
by such wicked men. If the reader 
would carefully examine the points 
above referred to, he would find the 
pretended ‘‘ chain” of Apostolical snc- 
cession ‘‘ blasted at both ends, and 
broken in the middle ;” and it is pre- 
ener absurd for the Church of 
me to claim and try to substantiate 
a personal succession. It is impossible 
to bring forward much of the abun- 
dant proof which can be adduced to 
support this position, in so limited a 
space as that which this article occu- 
pies; but let a person be divested of 
a predilection for hugging the delu- 
sive phantom of Romish Apostolical 
succession, and he will see conclu- 
sively, if he be a person 
reason, the absurdity of trying to 
establish such a thing, and find that 
“the succession of Rome is as muddy 
as the Tiber.” 


(To be continued.) 


if every man would reform himself, the world’s reformation would be accomplished. 
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EXTRACTS FROM STEPHENS’ AND CATHERWOODS TRAVELS 
IN CENTRAL AMERIOA. | 


(Continued foom page 809, ) 


At daylight the clouds still hung upon 


over the forest ; as the sun rose they 
cleared away ; ps 
their appearance, and at nine oO 
we left the hut. The branches of the 
trees were dripping wet, and the 
ground very muddy. Trudging once 
more over the district which contained 
the principal monuments, we were 
startled by the immensity of the work 
before us, and very soon we concluded 
that to explore the whole extent would 
be impossible. Our guides knew only 
of this district; but having seen 
columns beyond the village, a league 
distant, we had reason to believe t 
others were strewed in different di- 
rections, completely buried in the 
woods, and entirely unknown. The 
woods were so dense that it was almost 
hopeless to think of penetrating them. 
The only way to make a thorough ex- 
ploration, would be to cut down the 
whole forest, and burn the trees. 
This was incompatible with our im- 
mediate purposes, might be considered 
taking liberties, and could only be 
done in the dry season. After deli- 
beration, we resolved first to obtain 
drawings of the sculptured columns, 
Even in this there was great difficulty. 
The designs were very complicated, 
and so different from anything Mr. 
Catherwood had ever seen bef as 
to be perfectly unintelligible. "The 
cutting was in very high relief, and 
strong body he to 
ring up the figures; and the foli 
was 80 thick, and the shade oy 
that draw impossible. 
After much consultation, we selected 
one of the “‘ idols,” and determined to 
cut down the trees around it, and thus 
lay it open to the rays of the.sun. 
Here again was difficulty. _ There was 
no axe; and the only instrument 
which the Indians possessed was the 
machete, or chopping-knife, which 
varies in form in different sections of 
country ; wielded with one hand, 
was 


and branches, but 


in clearing away shrubs | 
almost 


trees ; and the Indians, 
in the days when the Spaniards 
covered them, applied to. work 
out ardor, carried it on. with 
activity, and, like chi 
easily di from it, 
into a tree, and, when ti 
happened very do 
and another relieved him. 
worked there were always several 
ing on. I remembered the ring of 
woodman’s axe in the forests at home, 
and wished for a few long-sided Green ~ 
Mountain boys. But we had been — 
buffetted into patience, and watched 
the Ifidians while they hacked with 
their machetes, and even wondered 


titzoes, Bruno and Francisco, and, 

offering them a reward for fica, Sine; 
discovery, with a compass in my hand, 
set out on a tour of ex tion. 
Neither had seen ‘‘the ido 
the morning of our first visit, when 
— followed in our train to laugh at 

los Ingleses; but very soon ex~ 
hibited such an interest that I hi | 
them. Bruno first attracted my atten- — 
tion by his admiration, as: I suppo 
of my person ; but) I found 


it was 


a great job upon a roundabont jacket, . 
worked “wiih his ma he . 
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the ground with their machetes, tili 
they found the shoulders, and set it 
up entire except the head; and they 
were both eager for the possession of 
instruments with which to dig and 
find this remaining fragment. 

It is impossible to describe the in- 
terest with which I explored these 
ruins. The ground was entirely new ; 
there were no hand-books or guides ; 
the whole was avirginsoil. We could 
net see ten yards before us, and never 
knew what we should stumble upon 
next. At one time we stopped to cut 
away branches and vines which con- 
cealed the face of a monument, and 
then to dig around and bring to light 
2 fragment, a sculptured corner of 


EDITORIAL, 


leaned over with breathless anxiety 
while the Indians worked, and an e 
an ear, a foot, or a hand was 

entombed ; and when the machete 
rang against the chiselled stone, I 
pushed the Indians away, and cleared 
out the loose earth with my hands. 
The beauty of the sculpture, the 
solemn stillness of the woods, dis- 
turbed only by the scrambling of 
monkeys and the chattering of parrots, 
the desolation of the city, and the 
mystery that hung over it, all created 
an interest higher, if possible, than I 
had ever felt among the ruins of the 
Old World. After several hours’ 
absence [ returned to Mr. Catherwood, 
and reported upwards of fifty objects 


which protruded from the earth. I | to be copied. 


(To be continued.) 


Tid LATTER-DAY SAINTS’? MILLENNIAL STAR. 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 30, 1865. 


Ir has become a duty and a pleasure to take a retrospgctive view of the events 
of another year which has nearly passed, and will soon be inscribed on the 
pages of history. We have many reasons for rejoicing ; and, although 4 
portion of sorrow is ours by inheritance from our first parents, this but adds 
and strengthens the appreciative quality to the properly balanced mind, and 
as “‘ God tempers the wind to the shorn lamb,” so, in Him are all our griefs 
swallowed up in gladness in consideration of the Gospel being restored to earth, 
and the generation we live in blessed with its light and its glory. The 
balance is largely in our favor, and should cause our hearts to throb in grateful 
praises to His name ; and, if the Saints have duly appreciated the blessings 
which have been placed within their reach, they can look into their hearts, and 
svy, Here all is peace and joy ; another year has rolled into eternity, and I 
have increased in the practice of those principles which have been revealed for 
the exaltation of mankind. If every Saint can reflect upon the past and say 
this, it is well. | 

Twelve months ago President Wells was in our midst, watching with a 
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fatherly care the interests of the great Latter-day Work ; conducting the pale 2 
lication of this periodical, shedding forth light upon the surrounding ea 
causing the hearts of the honest to burn within them, and making the Wieked 
tremble ; for it sounded the death-knell of tyranny and misrule, brought the. 
glad tidings of redemption to the nations, and told that Christ our King woula. 
shortly come to reign in Zion. But he has been called to a different sphere of, 
action—his labors being required in another portion of the vineyard—and we. #3 
have been appointed to perform those duties for which our former Emite@> 
experience had but illy qualified us. We know, however, that God is compe~ 

tent to carry out any work he may inaugurate upon the earth ; and, no matter - 

how humble the instrument, if it be obedient unto the whispetings of the . 
Spirit, His designs are fully accomplished. This has been our experience, sam . 
when reviewing the history of the Church, we are able to discover that Goa | 
will not be indebted to human wisdom for the consummation of his gloriggm 
purposes in the latter days. 

We are happy to state that the Saints of this year’s emigration have reached 
the goal of their hopes, and been welcomed by those in Zion with outatretehea 
arms. They have suffered a little from the cold, having been exposed te.” 
several mountain storms; bnt they were sustained by the great Jehovah, and ~ 
experienced no ill effects from their exposure only of a temporal character. 
Trials are not, however, what true Saints shrink from; they know:in Whom am 
they trust, and these little vexations but add variety to the toilsome MiAnem 
over monotonous plains and rugged mountain passes. The necessary arramgee 
ments for the speedy transit of the Saints across the Plains were made iase = 
season, but the inflated currency of the United States, which created” fabulous” ‘ $ 
prices for goods of every description, and the unexpectedly increased change ~ 
in the value of green backs, precluded the possibility of obtaining what we. 4 
anticipated for our gold, and made the buying of the number of cattle and Wagomn | 
necessary to transport the Saints across the Plains, a very difficult Mmateam 
All this might have been avoided, if the extreme high prices demanded fon” 
goods had been reduced at the same time thatthe United States currency 
increased in value. On the contrary, the same prices were demanded for” 
wagons and cattle when gold would only sell for 145, as when gold was in demama = 
at 245, thus reducing the means devoted to that purpose one hundred per Game.” 
Under these circumstances, a team could not be fitted’ out for the money wma 
had been received from the emigrating Saints for that purpose, thus GnumEE = 
considerable delay at the frontiers. Still, amongst all these oDstecies, through 
the mercies of an Allwise Creator, the entire business pertaining to this years” 
emigration has been successfully conducted to its close. 

The great American war has been terminated, and the ¢ry appeatl to ba, 
peace, peace; but when glancing at the reports ‘which reach 6s by every mail, — 
we can behold that a great national, suicidal war has been succeeded By overy 
species of crime, such as murder, rape, infanticide, and every conéeiyanes form. 
of counterfeiting swindling and backbiting, that has ever been developed 1 in 
any age of the world. Neither is it confined to the lower clatssay Bur has 
wormed its way throughout all the ramifications of society, Condesiius ite” 
hideous form beneath a silken garb as frequently as beneath the scanty covers © 
ing of the meanest beggar. The American ar alo the 
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crime, and this loathsome epidemic (if we may be allowed the expression) is 
increasing with fearful rapidity. The New York Tribune lately designated that 
city as the ‘‘hotbed of sin,” and the nation’s capital outstrips the Jewish 
Temple, inasmuch as it has become not only a den of thieves and robbers, but. 
the loathsome resort of adulterers and whoremongers. Not long ago, the 
Washington papers indignantly denied the assertion made by a contemporary, 
that that city contained 100,000 prostitutes, replying that it was a base slander, 
as their last census had placed the number at only 75,000, and those figures 
might be relied upon as being correct. They may be steeped in corruption to 
the lips, but so long as they can keep their heads above water, they will cry, 
I am holier than thou; and, like the Pharisees of old, be ready to crucify the 
innocent in order that they may have no one to reproach them for their wicked- 
ness : verily, their reward lurketh beneath. 

The angel of peace came with healing in his wings to that Repablic, but they 
rejected the heavenly messenger, casting aside the gifts of immortality and 
eternal life which God had placed within their reach, as things of nouyht, and 
spurning the idea of the Creator having anything to do with the government 
of that nation. Nor did they rest satisfied with rejecting the message God had 
sent them through his servants, but turned their wrath on an innocent people, 
whose family altars they ruthlessly violated, dethroning the only sovereign that 
can reign in.a Republic such as theirs—the right of all to worship God accord- 
ing to the dictates of their own conscience. They then unloosed the dogs of war 
which have been tearing their own vitals, and, with deep draughts, are now drain- 
ing the life-blood of the nation. Did Missouri imagine while driving the Saints 
from their homes, that they were Jaying the foundation on which the super- 
structure of their own miseries would shortly be reared? No, but we have 
their own testimonies to this, and they are now weltering under the judgments 
of a justly offended God, and he will purge that land of every iniquity until 
it shall be a fit abode for his accepted ones. 

It is with thankfulness and praise unto God that we are able to represent 
the Mission throughout all Europe as being in [a flourishing condition ; and, 
more especially in Scandinavia does the Work seem to thrive. The Swiss, 
German and Italian Missions are doing well, although brother Nebeker has 
many difficulties to overcome that we, who live in a land where religious 
liberty is sustained, cannot understand. The brethren in Wales are doing an 
excellent work, and baptism is frequently administered to candidates. We 
may add that all that can be done for the advancement of the truth is being 
done in Scotland by those appointed to labor in that field. Ireland is a ‘‘ dead 
beat,” those who desire persecution having only to declare themselves Latter- 
day Saints, and the multitude are more relentless in their pursuit than if they 
were chasing mad dogs. The Priesthood have been untiring in their exertions 
to spread abroad the truth, many thousands having been faithfully warned 
during the past year, and the results are left in the hands of God, for, Paul 
may plant and Apollos water, but God giveth the increase. Most of the Con- 
ferences have been blessed with an increase by baptism, and this has quite 
replaced, and in some few instances exceeded, the number who emigrated 
during the year. The Elders have rendered us every assistance in their power 
by carrying out the instructions which have issued from this Office, and w 
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NEWS FROM CONFERENCE. 
feel desirous that the District Presidents should keep us constantly postal in 


relation to matters in their respective fields. By thus keepmg opa continuous © 
flow of the Spirit,—which is a constant guide to the wanderers on the earth for” 
the truth’s sake—we form an uninterrupted chain which may be successfully: © 


arrayed against the powers of darkness. 


NEWS FROM CONFERENCE. 
| 
DersysHirE Conrerence.—We have received from Elder Lorenzo D. Ruddy: 
the minutes of a Conference held in Derby on the 17th inst. There were pre) 
sent on the Stand—Brigham Young, jun., President of the European Mission ; 
Elders James Townsend, President of the Nottingham District; Lorenzo De 
Rudd, President of the Derbyshire Conference ; Wilford Woodruff, jun., Pre- 
sident of the Leicestershire Conference ; Henry Cumberland, Travelling Hider 
in the Derbyshire Conference ; William A. McMaster, Travelling Elder in the 
Lincolnshire Conference, and N athaniel H. Felt of the Mritennrat Star Office. 
The forenoon meeting was occupied i in hearing the reports of the condition of 
the various Branches comprising the Conference. A Financial and Statistical 
Report of the affairs of the Conference was presented to the meeting and 
accepted. Elders James Townsend and Heury Cumberland next addressed 
the meeting, after which President B. Young, jun., expressed his satisfaction 
with the reports given, and exhorted the brethren and sisters to do al} they 
could in disseminating the words of life amongst the people of the world. 
Showed what the Saints were doing in Zion for the emancipation of their bre” 
thren from this and other nations, and the gratitude we ought to feel for every 
blessing the Lord bestows upon us. In the afternoon, Elders Wilford Wood- 
ruff, jun., and William A. McMaster, addressed the congregation, expressing 
the feelings they were in possession of towards the Work of the Lord) and 
showing how the prophecies were being rapidly fulfilled in this day, and God’s 
covenant people gathered together to the place he had appointed. Prea- 
dent B. Young, jun., presented the Authorities of the Church at Rome rs 
abroad for the approval of the meeting. The several motions were Unani- 
mously sustained by the congregation. He afterwards spoke for some time on 
the complete harmony subsisting betwixt the Gospel as taught by the Latter 
day Saints, and that preached by the Savior and his Apostles, and showed 
how far the Christian world had strayed from the practice of those principign | 
taught and commanded in Scripture. Bore testimony to the gifts and Digi 
sings enjoyed now by those who were faithful to their covenanta: The evening | 
meeting was occupied by Elder Nathaniel H. Felt, who delivered an interesting 
discourse, in which he showed what the Latter-day Saints were doing im 
gathering together the poor and despised of mankind to a place where they. 


could be benefitted both spiritually and temporally. Spoke of the folly of ° - 


men striving to overthrow this Work, and also of its 
establishment over the whole earth. 


No man can avoid his own company ; so he had best make it as good as possible, 
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A dentist advertizes that he will “ spare no pains” to render his operations complete 
and satisfactory. 


MARRIED: 


In Upholland, on the 17th inst, by Elder ss aaatan W. Sears, Richard Webster to Sarah 
Sharrack.—Drserer News, please copy. 


DIED: 


In Brooklyn, Long Island, State of New York, North America, on the 18th of September last, of 
typhoid fever, George Wiscombe, Sen., aged 47 years and a months.—Deskrer N on ae copy. 
n Lehi, Utah Territory, on the 2nd ‘of October last, Eliza Ann Brain, wife of Isaac Fox, aged 26 


In Halifax, on the 10th inst, of croup, Richard, son of Richard and Sarah Walker, aged 1 year, 5 
months and 25 days. 


POET R 
SONG OF THE BRITISH SAINT. 
Tuxr.— Annie Lisle.” 


Bondage worse than Israel suffered, Yet the Priests will preach contentment, 
On old Egypt’s soil, Filled with oteach pride, 
Here in wealthy, Christian England, All they say to tea or comfort, 
Binds the sons of toil. Is that ‘‘ Jesus di 
Bodies bent with ceaseless labor ; Truths we love they ge delusion, 
Spirits bowed with care ; God’s own church a snare ; 
Manhood crushed, existence wasted, Mock our hopes and scorn our Zion : 
Millions thus despair. Would that we were there. 
Caorvus.—Blest mountains, favored Valicys, 
Where our Zion smiles, Cnorvus.—Blest mountains, &c. 
Gladly we would hasten to ye, 
Frees Gur native tales. Praise the Lord for Utah’s valleys, 
Bread producers starve while reaping, Where the poor may thrive, 
Lacking what they hold ; And the bees who make the honey, 
Those who make the finest raiment, Own the sweets they hive ! 
Shiver in the cold. Praise the Lord for His Anointed, 
Tender maidens, fair and gentle, Ruling righteously ! 
' _ See them pale and thin ! my melt the chains that bind us, 
Formed for happy wives and mothers, So that we may flee ! 
Wed to toil or sin ! 
Cuorvs.—Blest mountains éc. Cxorvs.—Blest mountains, &c. 
Maldon. Cuaries W. Pewross. 
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